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The Rivera Raiders defeated 
the Northside Brandeis 
Broncos 3-1 in the Region 
IV-6A boys soccer tourna-
ment final Saturday at 
Brownsville Sports Park. The 
victory gives the Raiders a 
spot in next week’s state 
tournament in Georgetown.
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Since 2010, Brownsville is now 
10,000 lbs lighter thanks to the 
efforts of weight loss competition 
The Challenge. The program ended 
on Saturday with final weigh-ins 
and a 5K run at Linear Park. 

Several hundred times over the 
last decade, intruders have hopped 
fences, slipped past guardhouses, 
crashed their cars through gates or 
otherwise breached perimeter 
security at the nation’s busiest air-
ports — sometimes even manag-
ing to climb aboard jets.
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Good Morning!
Thank you for reading

 today’s edition of
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Gregoria Sierra Salazar
Fernando Parra Nuno
Ramiro Barron D.D.S.
Nadine Ona Mackay
Maria Isabel Thomas
James D. Koonce, Jr.

On Friday, Valley Baptist Medical 
Center in Brownsville unveiled its 
Wall of Heroes, which recognizes 
organ donors. About 30 people 
attended as the hospital held a 
ceremony to commemorate 
National Donate Life Month.

‘WALL OF 
HEROES’
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BY LAURA B. MARTINEZ
STAFF WRITER

Br o w n s v i l l e 
Police Chief 
O r l a n d o 
Rodriguez had 

been talking about arm-
ing his officers with body 
cameras for over a year.

He brought up the 
issue with his depart-
ment long before offi-
cer-involved shootings 
began dominating the 

news headlines over the 
past year.

“We brought this up 
pre-Ferguson,” Rodri-
guez said, referring to 
the 2014 officer-
involved shooting in 
Ferguson, Missouri, in 
which a white officer 
shot and killed a black 

teenager that cause 
national outrage.

And more recently, 
an officer in North 
Charleston, South 
Carolina, shot a man in 
the back as he tried to 
flee from him. The man 

B O R N  O N  T H E  F O U R T H  O F  J U L Y  1 8 9 2

BY MATTHEW WATKINS
  THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

After years of wait-
ing, state universities in 
2013 came agonizingly 
close to securing billions 
of dollars to pay for new 
labs, student centers 
and classrooms. The 
projects had bipartisan 
support, and bills autho-
rizing debt for their con-
struction passed the 
House and the Senate. 

But as the session 
wound down, differences 

between the two bills 
were never quite 
resolved, and all that 
money slipped away in 
the session’s final hours. 

Two years later, sup-
porters hope to avoid 
repeating that fate. 
Lawmakers again broadly 
support a construction 

PHOTOS BY BRAD DOHERTY/THE BROWNSVILLE HERALD 

Above: Brownsville police Commander Henry Etheridge demonstrates on Friday how a camera in a patrol car functions. 
Below: Brownsville Police Chief Orlando Rodriguez spoke about the new body cameras that officers will be wearing in 
the near future.

Legislators 
pushing 

healthcare 
district

Bill would lead 
to higher quality
of care, savings

BY TY JOHNSON
STAFF WRITER

As lawmakers in Austin 
prepare to take up a bill that 
would put the creation of a 
Cameron County health-
care district on the ballot as 
early as November, Rio 
Grande Valley legislators 
are already working to build 
support for the measure.

Sen. Eddie Lucio Jr., and 
his son, Rep. Eddie Lucio 
III, both Democrats from 
Brownsville, have intro-
duced matching legislation 
in their 
respective 
houses to put 
the district 
creation on a 
future ballot.

The legis-
lation is wide-
ly expected 
to pass, just 
as a similar 
H i d a l g o 
County bill 
did last year. 
Voters there 
narrowly rejected a health-
care district in November 
2014, largely due to con-
cerns about a 75 cent per 
$100 of property cap.

Cameron County’s bill and 
a new Hidalgo County bill 
this year would cap the tax-
ing rate at 25 cents, a figure 
Rep. Lucio said should be 
more palatable for voters.

Rep. Rene Oliveira, 
D-Brownsville, said county 
taxpayers are already shar-
ing the burden of indigent 
care with area hospitals and 
the introduction of a taxing 
district would allow those 
dollars to be better utilized.

Read Senate 
bill 2034.

www.my
Brownsville
Herald.com

S

PLEASE SEE FUNDING, A12

PLEASE SEE CAMERAS, A11 PLEASE SEE DISTRICT, A12

Universities try again on construction funding

ARMING 
THEMSELVES
Brownsville police to get body cameras

In this file 
photo, students 
walk on 
through the 
University of 
Texas at Austin 
campus on 
Sept. 27, 2012 
near the 
school’s iconic 
tower in Austin.

ERIC GAY/THE 
ASSOCIATED 
PRESS
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Read House bill 100.
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Watch a video about the body cameras.
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He said the new health-
care district would create a 
new nine-member board 
charged with investing in 
the future health of 
Cameron County while sav-
ing the county money and 
reimbursing hospitals for 
the care of those who can’t 
afford treatment. It would 
also open up droves of fed-
eral funding the county 
cannot currently access.

Oliveira said the county 
devotes several million dol-
lars each year to subsidiz-
ing costs for hospitals 

because of constitutional 
obligations. Cameron 
County contracts with 
Valley Baptist Medical 
Center to handle indigent 
care, but those payments 
don’t come close to offset-
ting the costs.

Combined with Texas’ 
nation-leading uninsured 
rate and the state’s contin-
ued resistance to federal-
ly funded Medicaid expan-
sion, Texans everywhere 
are paying steep prices to 
help hospitals, which can-
not deny treatment to 
patients regardless of 
their ability to pay.

Hospitals eat those costs 
or are forced to pass them 
on to others, Oliveira point-
ed out, which, on top of 

insurance premiums, costs 
Valley residents big, espe-
cially since the region has 
one of the highest unin-
sured rates in a state infa-
mous for its failure to 
insure its residents.

“We’re already having 
to do this,” he said. “It’s 
costing all of us.”

Meanwhile, Oliveira 
said studies show every $1 
invested in preventive care 
for the indigent saves $12 
in costs down the road, pre-
venting minor health issues 
from growing into con-
cerns that lead to emer-
gency room visits.

“Not everything needs 
to be an emergency room 
crisis,” he said.

If voters elect to cre-

ate a healthcare district, 
the board would assume 
those responsibilities 
with a budget of up to $30 
million a year, according 
to estimates.

Still, it’s not likely 
that the board’s chosen 
rate would be the maxi-
mum and Rep. Lucio 
said he thinks the board 
will be deliberate in its 
decision-making.

“I don’t think it’s any-
one’s intent to double or 
triple taxes,” he said.

It’s also likely that the 
bulk of those dollars 
would go toward the 
University of Texas Rio 
Grande Valley medical 
school, which stands to be 
a major beneficiary.

Once UTRGV’s medi-
cal research campus is 
complete, the hospital 
would be a natural fit to 
partner with the county to 
provide indigent care, 
Oliveira said.

“What they’re doing is 
what virtually every other 
medical school jurisdic-
tion in the state of Texas 
has done to sustain indi-
gent care in their area,” 
Rep. Lucio said. “The 
most affordable, best 
quality of care you can 
receive in that context is 
through a medical school. 
(There) you are receiving 
care from residents at a 
far greater discount. It’s 
mutually beneficial.”

Taking that message to 

the voters, though, is the 
next challenge.

“You have to justify to 
the public why it is that 
we’re asking for this contri-
bution,” he said.

Even apart from sup-
porting the new medical 
school, Rep. Lucio said 
runaway population 
growth in the Valley is 
enough reason to create 
the healthcare district.

“The tools we have in 
place now are not great 
enough to sustain what we 
will need in the future,” he 
said. “We still have a 
community – a region – 
that struggles with quality 
of healthcare.”

tjohnson@brownsvilleherald.com
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The Brownsville 
Events Center

Tuesday April 21st
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Learn about 
our plan to 

build a better 
Brownsville

Please visit our website 
www.annovalng.com 

for more information.

© 2015 Annova LNG a division of Exelon Generation®

You’re invited to 
the Annova LNG 
open house
Find out about the hundreds of 

high-paying jobs the Annova LNG 

project could bring to the city, plus 

information about safety features 

and environmental safeguards. There 

will also be food and refreshments, door 

prizes and free health screenings. 

In addition kids can enjoy face 

painting and coloring books.  

It’s absolutely free, 
and we hope 
to see you there.
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Now Offering 

Aesthetic Services

Monday - Friday * 8 am - 3 pm
1201 E. Alton Gloor Blvd. Brownsville

(956) 542-2188

Call Dr. Minina now 
to schedule your free 

consultation.

* Botox® Injections 
* Dermal Fillers with JuvédermTM

* Belotero Balance® & Radiesse®

* Collagen Induction Therapy 
* Nerium Skincare 
* Vi Peel 
* Mesotherapy

 Correct Fine Lines & Wrinkles and Treat Dark Spots, 
Discoloration, Acne Scars & Uneven Complexion

navyarmyccu.com

RATE SALE

SOME CONDITIONS MAY APPLY. 
APR=ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE

GO STRAIGHT TO THE DEALERGO SSTRAIGGHTT TO THE DEALA ER
FOR EASY, CONVENIENT 
ONE-STOP SHOPPING 

AUTO LOANS AS LOW AS

% 3.15 APR
FROM 4.65% APR

SALE ENDS APRIL 30, 2015
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bond package, this time in 
the $3 billion range, and 
seem to be moving faster 
to approve it, leaving uni-
versity officials cautious-
ly optimistic. 

The delay has been 
costly, campus leaders 
say. A decade has passed 
since lawmakers last 
approved a big package of 
the bonds for campus con-
struction, known as tuition 
revenue bonds. Since 

then, construction prices 
have steadily grown, and 
a lack of space has limited 
enrollment growth at 
some schools. 

Texas State University 
was forced to delay two 
vital projects, said Mike 
Wintemute, the universi-
ty system’s associate 
vice chancellor for gov-
ernmental relations. A 
nursing facility on its 
Round Rock campus and 
an engineering building 
at the San Marcos cam-
pus lost out on funding in 
2013. That, in part, pre-
vented the departments 
that would have used the 

buildings from increas-
ing enrollment. 

“These are two degree 
programs that directly cor-
relate with the state’s criti-
cal workforce needs,” 
Wintemute said. “The com-
pletion of these projects 
will allow the university to 
provide many more gradu-
ates in these fields who will 
immediately find jobs and 
contribute to the economy 
and serve Texas.” 

Other schools have 
made similar cases to law-
makers, urging swift 
authorization of the bonds. 
The Texas A&M University 
System has listed the bonds 

as one of its top three pri-
orities, saying a music pro-
gram at Texas A&M-
Kingsville could lose 
accreditation if its decades-
old building isn’t improved. 

There has been some 
opposition. At least one 
lawmaker, Sen. Kevin 
Eltife, R-Tyler, has ques-
tioned why the state doesn’t 
simply pay for the new 
buildings out of its general 
revenue, instead of taking 
on debt. And the advocacy 
group Texans for Fiscal 
Responsibility has said the 
bonds could increase the 
cost of college. 

Supporters have pushed 

back against the tuition 
argument. The bonds are 
secured with future reve-
nue, such as tuition, but are 
paid off with state appro-
priations, advocates say. 

So far, lawmakers 
appear to be responding. 
Members of the House 
applauded Thursday as 
they gave final approval to 
House Bill 100, which 
would authorize more than 
$3 billion worth of debt to 
pay for projects across the 
state. The vote on the bill, 
authored by Rep. John 
Zerwas, R-Richmond, was 
131 to 13. 

Meanwhile, the Senate 

Higher Education 
Committee has approved 
Senate Bill 150 by Sen. Kel 
Seliger, R-Amarillo, which 
would also authorize more 
than $3 billion worth of 
bonds. Lawmakers and 
university leaders say the 
two versions are nearly 
the same, so it won’t 
be hard to reconcile them 
if necessary. 

“I think the leadership 
in the House and Senate did 
a good job of managing this 
issue,” said Tommy 
Williams, vice chancellor 
of federal and state rela-
tions for the Texas A&M 
University System.
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Rights groups: Tibetan nun sets herself on fire 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BEIJING — A nun set herself on 
fire while crying out for the Dalai 
Lama to return to Tibet in the latest 
in dozens of self-immolations in 
recent years by Tibetans protesting 
Beijing’s controls over the region, 
overseas rights groups said.

Yeshi Khando, 47, of Ngangang 
Nunnery circled Kardze Monastery in 
Sichuan province and then self-
immolated on Wednesday near the 
police station while shouting slo-
gans including “Tibet needs free-
dom,” London-based Free Tibet said 
in a statement Friday.

She also called out “Let His 
Holiness Return to Tibet” as she 
was on fire, the group said, a refer-
ence to the Tibetan Buddhist spiri-
tual leader who has lived for 
decades in exile in India.

The Washington, D.C.-based 
International Campaign for Tibet 
also reported the immolation, but 
used a slightly different spelling for 
the nun’s name.

The groups said security person-
nel and police used extinguishers to 
put out the flames and took Yeshi 
Khando away, and that local sources 
believed she died.

A woman reached at the Ganzi 

county government denied that any 
self-immolation happened on 
Wednesday and hung up. Calls to 
the county police office rang unan-
swered. Yeshi Khando’s nunnery 
could not be contacted.

Tibetan monks and nuns are 
among the most active oppo-
nents of Chinese rule in the 
region and face some of the 
harshest restrictions on their 
activities. Earlier this week, Tibet’s 
Communist Party chief Chen 
Quanguo has demanded that 
Buddhist monasteries display the 
national flag as part of efforts to 
shore up Chinese patriotism.
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